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1. lllinois needs a fair tax system based upon the citizen’s abil-
ity pay. Citizens must demand that state government refo-
cus on education, public safety, health care and a strong
middle class. By signing this petition you are telling your
state legislator that you want a fair tax system where the
rich pay more while easing the squeeze on the middle class
and working families. A more fair tax system will generate
needed revenue for lllinois public school children and cre-
ate jobs in our state. How unfair is Illinois’ tax system?
Illinois’ lowest 20% earners pay 13.7% of their income in
sales, property and income taxes while the top 1% pay only
5.3% of their income.

2. A fair tax system requires passing a constitutional amend-
ment to allow for a graduated income tax. The state’s
income tax is slated to fall to 3.75% from 5% on January 1,
2015. The reduced rate will cost our state over $4.5 billion
in needed revenue in Fiscal Years 2015 and 2016. To put
that loss of revenue into perspective, consider that the
entire outlay of expenditures by the State Board of
Education was roughly $6.7 billion in FY2012. The only
responsible thing the General Assembly can do to pay
down its debts and fund the state’s essential services is
extend the temporary income tax increase. Without a grad-
uated income tax amendment, the General Assembly will
continue to have to choose between raising the income
tax of all lllinoisans or cutting essential state priorities.
There is a better way!

3. We believe that those who can afford to pay more (income
earners that make $150,000 and up) should pay a slightly
higher percentage on their income in excess of $150,000.
(Remember that a taxpayer making $151,000 would only
pay a higher percentage on income exceeding $150,000.)
Extra revenue generated by a fair tax system will allow the
state to pay its debts in a more timely fashion and properly
fund public schools, health care providers and public safe-
ty. At the same time, a more fair tax system will lead to
small business growth and create jobs.
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Sign the petition and demand
your legislator allow the vot-
ers to decide on a fair tax
system.

It’s a revenue problem

5.

More than four of every five dol-

lars of the state’s pension contribu-

tion scheduled for FY2014 constitute
repayment of debt, necessary because the
state legislature failed to make its required pay-
ments.

According to the National Association of State Budget
Officers (NASBO), Illinois ranks 40th in per-capita education
spending despite having the 17th highest per-capita income
among the states. In order for Illinois to move up to being
just “average” in per-capita spending (a ranking of 25)
among the states, the state appropriation for K-12 educa-
tion — back in FY2008 — would have had to have been
$2.89 billion greater than it was.

Since 1979 real wages (those adjusted for inflation) have
declined for the lowest 60% of wage earning
Illinoisans — those earning $60,000 per year
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Minnesota (with a newly increased tax
rate of 9. 85% on income earners above
$250,000) has seen job growth between
2.0% and 2.9% since 2009 while Illinois
has lost jobs during the same period at a
rate of 2.0% to 2.9%. Gov. Scott Walker’s
anti-union administration in Wisconsin
has seen similar job losses as lllinois.
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and less. In fact, except for the richest 10% of income earners,
Illinois citizens have seen little or no wage growth over the
last forty years. Most lllinoisans need tax relief, not a continu-
ation of increasing fees and sales, property and “sin” taxes.
Only a graduated income tax will secure more state income
from those with the ability to contribute more without bur-
dening working families and the middle class.
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To sign up family and friends direct them to www.abetterillinois.org. Ask them to list IEA as their organization affiliation.
www.abetterillinois.org * www.ctbaonline.org ¢ http://ieanea.org/2013/08/07/join-the-fight-for-a-better-illinois
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*Tax figures based on proposal by Rep. Jakobsson, D-Urbana, Oct, 2013.



